
Tolkien Trail

�is easy walk is one of the most popular walks in Lancashire which takes its name 
from JRR Tolkien. �e author stayed in the area while writing �e Lord of the Rings, 

some say the area provided inspiration for his book.

Tolkien Trail

6 miles

approx. 3 hours

EVERYTHING RETREAT



1 With your back to the main road, walk along 
Warren Fold. Just beyond the last of the 
houses, go over a stile - you will see the 

domed turrets of Stonyhurst College straight 
ahead of you. Follow the wall on your left, 
pass through a gateway, and turn sharply 
right. Walk across the �eld, passing a lone 
tree, to reach the fence on the other side.

2 Do not go through the gate: instead, turn 
right, and follow the fence, heading towards 
the red brick cricket pavilion. Go through a 

kissing gate, and continue to follow the �eld 
boundary. After passing through another 

kissing gate, follow the path downhill and 
over the stream. Climb uphill with Fox Fall 

Wood on your left.

3 As the gradient levels, bear right across the 
narrow paddock to follow the iron fence to 

the corner. Go through the gate in the corner, 
and turn right, passing the current observa-
tory for the college. Follow the tarmac track 

downhill towards Hall Barn Farm.

4 Turn left before the gate, and go through a 
wooden gate, following the line of the farm 

buildings. �ere is a magni�cent view of 
Stonyhurst College and the Pavilions to your 

left. You will shortly emerge on to a track. 
Keep straight ahead, following the hedge. To 
your left is St. Mary's Hall, formerly a semi-

nary. Across the playing �elds to your right is 
the distinctive pro�le of Pendle Hill, with - a 

little to its left - Clitheroe Castle.

Step-by-step route instructions



9 Where the Hodder joins the River Ribble, take 
the path to the left, around the gate, to reach a 

stile by a bench. Go over the stile, and turn left to 
follow a wide track alongside the Ribble. After 
about 1km, the Ribble is joined from the left by 

the River Calder, with Hacking Hall on the 
opposite bank.

10 Continue to follow the bank of the Ribble until 
the path narrows near a stone building on the 

right. Go through a gate on to a track, and over a 
stile, heading towards Jumbles Farm. Follow the 
track around to the left to pick up the line of the 

river again. Where the track turns right, keep 
straight on alongside the Ribble. As you walk, 

you will see a stone cross on the hillside to your 
right.

11 Where the cross disappears from view, go over 
a stile, across a gravel surface, then over another 

stile to continue alongside the river. Ahead of 
you is a graceful three-arched aqueduct. When 
you reach the aqueduct, go over the stile to its 
right, bearing slightly right across the �eld, and 

through another stile on the edge of a wood. 
Cross the wooden bridge, and climb the stepped 
path to another stile. Go over this stile, and walk 
straight ahead, following the fence on the left.

12 Where the fence turns sharply left, keep 
straight on downhill. Cross two bridges and 

another stile, then turn slightly to the left. You 
should now be walking uphill along a low ridge 
with streams on either side. After about 200m, 
cross the stream on the right, and turn left to 
continue uphill, following the line of the �eld 

boundary on the left. At the top of the �eld, go 
over a stone stile in the left corner, and pass 

through the car park of the Shireburn Arms Hotel. 
Cross the road to return to the start of the walk.

5 When you reach Wood�elds, cross the road, 
bearing slightly to the left, and turn down the lane 

between the houses. �e lane soon becomes a 
rough track, which swings to the left. Turn right, 

and go over the wooden stile, then follow the edge 
of the �eld alongside Over Hacking Wood. Near 

the corner, turn left over a stile, then right to 
descend a stepped path.

6 Cross the bridge over the stream, and follow the 
path which forks to the right towards the River 

Hodder. Just before reaching the river, turn right 
over another bridge, and climb steadily uphill. 

Passing Hodder Place on your right, the path now 
descends towards the river. Go through the stile at 

the bottom of the hill to emerge from the wood-
land on to a wide, surfaced track. You will now 
follow the river as it curves gently round to the 

right.

7 Where the track meets the main road at Lower 
Hodder Bridge, cross over, pausing to admire 

Cromwell's Bridge just a little downstream. Turn 
right along the footway, and follow the road uphill. 
Opposite the junction, go left over a stile, and bear 
slightly left across the �eld to another stile in the 

fence opposite. Go over the stile, and walk straight 
uphill, crossing another stile before the brow. Bear 

slightly right across the �eld, passing through a 
kissing gate, and heading towards the hedge to 

the left of the farm buildings.

8 Go through the kissing gate, and turn left along 
the tarmac track, which drops steadily downhill. 

Where the track levels, go straight ahead, through 
the gate and into Winckley Hall Farm. Turn right, 

go through the yard, then turn left, passing a brick 
wall on the left to reach a gate. Go through the 
stile, and turn immediately right along a gravel 
track, with the River Hodder again on your left.

EVERYTHING RETREAT
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